Bildung in Kenia

Ranglisten der Schuler und Schulen, Land und Distrikt

Am Ende der 8-jdhrigen Einheitsschule gibt es in Kenia einen
landesweiten Schultest fiir alle Schiler. Die Ergebnisse werden nach
Schiler und Schulen ausgewertet und zum Jahresbeginn in allen
Zeitungen veroffentlicht. Die Fotos auf der ersten Seite der
Tageszeitungen zeigen die besten Schiler des Landes.
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~ Faces of achievers: Top

" Rural districts must seek new strategies to top KCPE chart

Top Permmers

Public urban and pnvate schools
dominated last year’s Kenya Cer-
tificate of Primary Education
examination.

Girls improved their perform-
ance in the important examina-
tion that determines transition
from primary to secondary
school.

Emily Achieng of Eastern
Province was the best overall
candidate with 645 marks out of a
possible 700.

Of the 800 top candidates, Nai-
robi had the largest number girls,
47, of the province’s best 100. It
was followed by Coast Province
with 44, Eastern 42, Central 37
and Rift Valley 35. Nyanza had
24 Western 22 and North Eastern

Many of the top

It’s private,

schools dom

Schools must now move away
from the preoccupation of getting
a good mean score and instead
concentrate on producing quality
results.

“Schools must now focus on

were either from the pubhc town
or private schools, a commuamm
of a trend that has been on for
years now.

Rural schools were pushed to
the edge in a system that even
senior government officials agree
perpetuates regional and class
distinctions.

A major departure, though, is
that performance in national
examinations will henceforth be
an individual rather than a district
affair,

This is as a result of the new
ranking order, where schools and
districts are no longer categorised
according to their performance.
On the contrary, top performers
in provinces are listed.

Districts like Makueni, Barin-
g0, Keiyo, Koibatek and Macha-
kos, which have been doing well,
will have to change strategy if
their candidates have to appear in
the top bracket and convince that
their yesteryears” performance
was deserved.

teaching and quality
learners rather than preparing can-
didates for examinations,” said
Education Minister Kalonzo Mus-
yoka while releasing the results
last Friday.

The new ranking shows that
many candidates, especially in
rural schools, were not performing
well. They were concentrating on
particular candidates who would
push their mean score up.  The
top candidate in last year’s exami-
nation was from a private school.
Achieng sat the exam at Fred’s
Academy, Meru, Eastern Prov-
ince. The second candidate, Den-
nis Kibet, with 639 marks, was
also from the province. The
school took six out of .the prov-
ince’s top 10 positions.

The school had 24 candidates
among the top 100 in the prov-
ince, 21 had more than 600 marks.

In Mombasa, the top: candidate,
Mwakesi Stephen William, who
scored 642 marks, was from

Story by DAVID ADUDA

The secretary of the Kenya National Examinations Council, Mr

Juma Mwachihi (right), handing over last year’s KCPE results

to the chairman, Prof Raphael Munavu, on Friday. Picture by
YUSUF WACHIRA

Citadel Academy, a first time
entrant to the KCPE league.

The school had several candi-
dates among the top 100 from the
Coast Province.

Other urban

schools like

Airport View, Highbridge and
Amani had their candidates
among the top.

In Central Province, Kenneth
Wamwangi Nderitu of Busara

Academy, with 643 marks, was
tops and emerged the country’s
second best. Last year, the school
produced the best candidate, Jac-
queline Gathoni  Gitaka, who
scored 632 marks.

Busara Academy maintained
its tradition of good performance

i and dominated the top positions

in the province. It had more than
20 candidates among the top 100.
The school took the first four top
positions.

Elite Junior and Nyahururu
Highway also had candidates in
the top bracket.

In Nairobi, Makini, had an
edge in the top ranks, taking 22
places in the list. Lorna Ng’eno
Cheptoo, the daughter of Lands
and Settlement Permanent Secre-
tary Nehemiah Ng'eno, was the
province’s best with 638 marks.

The second best candidate was
from St Hannah’s Preparatory
School, whose Robert Kiplangat
Rono, scored 635 marks. In total,
the school had seven candidates
in the top bracket, four with more
than 600 marks.

In the Rift Valley, St George’s
and Gilgil Hills Academy in
Nalruru District and St Patrick’s

School, Kajiado, candidates dom-
inated the top positions.

St George’s had 18, while
Gilgil Hills Academy had 16 can-
didates.

In the Rift Valley, the top posi-
tion was shared by three candi-
dates, namely David Kimani
Njoroge of St George’s, Kariuki
M. Phamenas and Davies Ongayo
of Gilgil, who scored 633 marks.

They were followed by Kevin
Ombati and Patrick Ikua of Gilgil
Hill Academy, Peter Muchiri
Wangui and Raymond K. Wan-
yoike with 630 marks. St
Patrick’s Conrad Otieno Laleti
followed with 629 marks.

Nyanza’s top three schools
were urban or private schools.
Cliff Amm Mose, who topped the
province’s list with 630 marks,
was from Gusii Highlight, an
urban school. The second candi-
date, Duncan Ochieng Ajowi,
who had 629 marks, was from
Arya Primary in Kisumu Town,
Whlle Kevin Okech of Mosocho
Academy, a private establish-
ment, scored 622 marks.

A similar situation obtained in
North Eastern Province, where
Wajir Catholic Primary domi-
nated the top positions with 11
candidates. Others were Garissa
Young Muslim 10 and Garissa
Boys 6.

The top candidate, Aidrus
Abdikarim Abubakar from Gar-
issa Primary, had 594 marks.

The KCPE results show that
regional and gender _disparities
are still prevalent in the examina-
tion system, raising questions
over the success of the Ministry
of Education’s efforts to make
schooling equitable, accessible
and participatory.
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top positions.

To get the top positions,
many schools had resorted to
unscrupulous methods to ensure
suceess in the examination.

Private schools have been
known to force weaker students
to repeat classes against the
wishes of their parents and
pupils.

In some cases, students
deemed slow learners have been
registered for the examination

Mean score

in other schools so that they do
not lower a school’s mean
score, Often, this has been done
without the knowledge of the
parents.

In many schools, learning has
been reduced to drilling for
examination purposes without
paying due regard to independ-
ent and creative thinking.

This has led to a trend where
parents enrol their children in
the few model schools. The
high demand for places in such
schools leads to increase in fees
and other levies. Other par-
ents have been shifting their
children from one school to
another, depending on the
annual listings published in the
Press after KCPE results are
released.

Allegations of money chang-
ing hands in the admission
process in good public schools
have become frequent. This has
been attributed to desperation
among parents and their desire
to secure places for their
children.

The system’s main shortcom-
ing, however, has been the fail-
ure of the Kenya National
Examinations Council (KNEC)
to publish schools’ mean scores
in order to give the much-
needed insight into the real
level of achievement in the
examinations.

Mean scores are the basis of
ranking and give the actual per-
formance of an individual candi-

date. Failure to make the scores

public has given credence to
claims, especially by politicians,
that the ination is doctored to

the learning environ-

Story by KARIUKI WAIHENYA

ment and boosting facilities in
order to remain in business.
Many have invested in informa-

satisfy certain ethnic interests.

The omission of the scores has
also given the impression that the
ranking is without set standards,
assuming the semblance of an
untimed race.

Last year, a group of politicians
from Central Province accused the
examinations council of doctoring
the results in order to punish par-
ents in the region for being allied
to the Opposition.

During last year’s annual Kenya
Secondary School Heads Associa-
tion meeting at Kenyatta Universi-
ty, the heads called for the aboli-
tion of the ranking system, saying
it lacked professionalism.

The teachers said it was ill-
advised to compare schools which
were well endowed with resources
with those from poor regions.

The Kenya National Union of
Teachers also called for an end to
the ranking, terming it unfair and
prone to abuse,

While announcing the new sys-
tem of placing more emphasis on

an ‘per-
formance, Education Minister.

Kalonzo Musyoka said schools™

will be required to focus more
on the holistic d:velopmentg of
their students as opposed to
passing exams. e

Present during the function
were senior education officials
and provincial directors, includ-

For example, overall many
pupils score below average in the
examinations, a fact that never
comes out due to the emphasis on
grading.

The results also fail to give an
insight on performance according
to gender, where girls have always
been under-performers.

Although details regarding per-
formance according to subjects will
be available when the KCPE
annual news letter comes out later
this year, the results did not tell
much about the examination.

ing Rift Valley PDE, Mr David
Siele.

Emphasis on the ranking sys-
tem has made critical issues that
determine the efficiency of the.
examination to remain obscure.

However, it must be admitted
that competition. arising from the
ranking has led to the rise of many
well-equipped schools.

Majority of private schools

have invested a lot of money in

tion the teaching of
foreign languages and exposure to
co-curricula activities, including,
sports  like rugby, hockey and
swimming rarely found in public
schools.

Private schools have also
improved the pay for their teach-
ers and reward them regularly to
boost their morale. This has led to
a brain drain of competent teach-
ers from public to private schools.

Well-performing public schools
have imp eir i s
but at a price for parents. This has
led to a rise in school fees and
levies.

The ranking that has now been
abolished also provided feedback
to teachers and parents and could
be a basis of for remedial teaching
to boost performance.

As has been the case in the past,
this year’s results did not contain
information on whether perform-

Mr Siele: PDE, Rift Valiey

But a decline was noted in the
Kiswahili language paper, science
and agriculture, home science and
business education.

According to the minister, no
change was recorded in Kiswahili
composition, art, craft and music.

Although details on perform-
ance ding to subjects will be

in the has
improved or declined.

Mr Musyoka only said improve-
ment had been detected in mathe-
matics, geography, history, civics
and religious education.

ance i

available when the KCPE annual
news letter comes out later this
year, the results did not tell much
about the examination.































